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(a)
Shri Mahavir Students’ Union,

To,
; The Honorary Secretaries.
Shri Mahavir Jain Vidyalaya,
Bombay, 7.
Dear Sirs,

The following is the account of the activities of * Mahavir
Students’ Union ” for the vear 19312-34.

OUR ACTIVITIES

We started our work full of hope and enthusiasm but who
knew that we had to hibernate for five long months, It 15 well said
in a Sanskrit verse that a man not possessing the knowledge of
literature, music and art is a beast in the human form, We began
our activities with music, and all of us were thinking of the notes
one replacing the another changing the whole of the expression ol
the song. Pundit Omkarnath very vividly demonstrated before us
how the very words of the song can be expressed either making it 2

tragedy or a comedy. Our expressions also changed before long.
We began our work and when in the primary stage of our activities,
we bad to suspend our activities due to some internal troubles.
the father of our union, the vice-president wag behind the jail bars
and the child was not able to thrive withont his advice and
We beg to state here that with great efforts, the constitution
of the Union was framed and it was sancijoned by the house with
sqme-addmons and.ou'ussyons. Af.ter this we were able to arrange
tge discousse of pr.mmpa,f Kulkarni of Nasjk College on “Students
and work in the villages”. We artange| o
farewell party to one‘of our inmatey )y, K, V, Siy . who
was proceeding 1o Enplyyq fan vahah, B, Com,

troubles broke out [ike amberg tber R 0“1
y SIrom the ash utud
ashes,  Due to them

apa Istrus

p thy‘and d:slru.at between (he Students and (he members of tHe

Managing Committee, our activities yyere s as staté
Strangled up ¢

shelter.

one fanction 1o give @

above.

HAd L ll—ko ] ol 'y ERTON 113

. ter the Divali v;\?:ﬁ;;._‘\_v*;
welcom‘ed the appointment of Mr, V. M. Shah, B. a. Bar-at-Law,
as the Hon. Superintendent of our Institution and Chairman of our
Unior. With his arrival our path became smooth and the Union
began to function and all the Secretaries of the varicus departinents
resumed their duties,
We thought better late then never and so we started our
activities again during this term with the inangural address of

Hon. Justice H. V. Divetia, the president of our union, on “Art in
Life”. The lecture was of areat interest to all

The colieges re-opened af

those present. It
was delivered in a style lncid and bright with ideas artistic and

learned which arrested general attention and interest. The lecture

was open to the public. Reports by various presses were taken

Social Gathering:=This is the only function in which the
students have the greatest chance of comiug in contact with the Jain
public. It was the programme of one day, Due to the approaching
University Examinations, it was not possible for us to celebrate the
Sports day in conjunction with the above function. The students
worked very enthusiastically to make the social gathering a success,
Some dramas were played and an orchestra was arranged. It was
for the first time that the students of the Institution arranged an
orchestra. Justice Kania was kind enough to accept the president-
ship of the function, Mrs. Kusumbahen Kania distributed the prizes
to the students who passed the religious examinations of the instity-
tion with honour.

In his last lecture Justice Divetia thanked the students for
having given him the high honour of being the president of the
Union, He spoke for a short interval of time on the duties of the
students. After the light refreshment, a photograph was taken and
the academic year of the Union was closed in the month of
March, 1934. :

We thank Mrs. Sulochana Modi, Miss Modak, Mr. M. L.
Shah, Mr, A. ] Shah and Mr. Badami for accepting the Honourary
membership of our Union.

OUR REQUEST:-

We request the managing committee to be more liberal in

allowing us to conduct the various departments in the Institution.
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We are conﬁdent that the students union uould not fail in its duty

if ‘called  upon to do so. This is the only way in uh.ch‘lhe

authorities can ‘give us the training in the management of such

Institutions:

“We also request the philanthropic gentlemen of our
community to come forward with their liberal hands to help our
Unions, 5o that we may not have to worry regarding the finances

in future.

Our wish:- ]
The "Secretaries of the last year have shown their earnest

desire to open one nneinpl’éy'ment bureau to bring an equilibrium
between demand and supply of middle class educated men. Thiss
the time for struggle of existence. Everybody whether rich or poor
ought to be the useful member of the society. Our studies are
meant for this attainment, but after ﬁnishing our studies !hat‘e;‘-ér‘

anxious Ghost of Unemployment comes at our doors and asks in d

dreamy COndmon “Where are you unemployed.” The rich members
of the comnianity shonld drive out that Ghost from the minds of

the young™ educated students and ought to proclaim that ‘Come

hereé and ‘work’. Our duty is to request such rich peoPIe to

formulate some plan of the above type.

Sparks:—
"With pride'and pleasure we ‘note the publication of “Sparks”

this year in'a new and attractive garb. We have reahzed today
what we asplred yesterday. To place before Jain pnbhc Spﬂrkg'
in a printed form and through that our youthful ideas of ddv,mce_
ment and progress—to carry out our noble mission of ”I{rantl”
We record this as a unigue activity in the career of our Umon 'We
greet and congratulate the Editorial Board for 1he same.

One finds after its perusal that the articles in both the sectrons .

English and Gujerati-bave attained for “Sparks’ .a sufEClently ~high
standard, they being thoughtful and deep, styhsh and 4PPropriate
h [he times. The pictures have added to the Charm
' to maintain in future its standard. and Uarb

and cyrrent wtl

\Ve are gl

ad to serve lhe Tam community through our hmnb]e

ideas and activities, We only haq

A - ~ N - & A 5.4
Wed (lle—ts ] ?.;lLﬁlQ‘[lj.l'Hl C{l[;l'a rQ'-'-lldr.-. Y 1M

to stumble off and on because of financial difficulties and we felt

and felt it-enormously that the managing committee of:the Institution
helped us in no way so far as the finance was concerned,

*  With better hopes and aspirations in future) 6(19“5’;35'11{5"’

stands here awaiting the cooperation of all concerned.
Sd. NATVERLAL R. DANI,
I\ANTILALJ DALAL,
Joint Hon. Secretaries.
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INDIAN YOUTH OF TO-DAY.

Baomébay Chronicle, z2nd Sept. 1934.

The optimist you meet on Hornby Road, who advises you to be cheerful and gay,

while you are worried with life's thousand worries, is not a bad fellow at all. He has a

happy way of striking you on the shoulder, not a sloppy gesture, but a genuine reminder
to look the world square in the face.

He is a young man, in whom sorrow runs like a
hidden stream amidst gay scenes.

It is conquered and mastered.
a beautiful physique by Indian and Western gymnastics.
smile of youth, has beautiful fervid black eyes, small face, a Khadar clad robust figure,
walking the pavements as if the world belongs to him,
India—an anonymous purveyor of joy, youth,
Time-Spirit, to inherit the world,
his heart,

He has developed
He walks like a God, has the

He may be anywhere in
health, fashioned by biology, Gandhi and

He may belong to any caste or creed, laughter is in
grace and rhythm in hig body.

situation—not only in Bombay but wherey
or creed, a solacing shape, just Indian,

He seems to be everywhere, dominating the
eér you travel—belonging to no race or caste

Neither Tarzan nor Apollo.

: There is a mark of victory on his forehead A few
disturbed his equanimity,

Apollo,

days or months in jail have not
nor i * - -
the iron bars entered his soul. He is neither Tarzan nor

He is moulded j .
o b ntibe i e] ! more gentle land, obviously for some purpose. Historians tell
es make the generations suited for the evolution of our race and our

friend i i i
. 18' m-ade to fill ti?e need. He will never be a Khan Sahib, his spine is straight.
He is still in the twenties, his sun has not mellow

*ldea’ than Ideas, And yet he is not a Nazi
ancient for such eleméntal creed,
contary,

ed him, Being young, he is more an
How can he be ? He is Indian—too too

B He has inherited, in spite of modern theories to the
th seem the One in All. It is locked up in his Sub-conscous, in
e way he affirms and denies, in the mild way he contradicts

Overgrown child, muscular shape, you can meet
paths of cities, not only in committee rooms full of d
cket fields and tennis courts, but everywhere,

him not only on the crowded foot-
ebate and activity, not only on eri-
in the village lane where it curves by the
us bushes make the spot unforgetable in

3 B 1 patty or Back Bay, tall, straight figure while
the sun is setting in the West asking you to smile and be gay, becaus the sun is going to

rise the next day. He swims, he rows, he sings, he acts, his beautiful body is not made
to be devoured, yet he is ready to dedicate it to his country’s cause—no sacrifice i8 too
great for him,

well, where bashful flowers hiding under cact
your memory. You may meet him on Chow
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A HATER OF CANT

There is firmness in his tread, a wider grasp of things than in those whose hair have

B r'\ grown grey. He is alive. With an eagle eye, with confidence born of faith and muscles

he is on his way to smash cant and hypocrisy. Have we the heart tocool his enthusiasm,
we who sit in the midst of disillusions, surrounded by the corpses of innumerable ¢Ideas’ ?
He is the ghost of our past, our twenties when the world was a vast material for our Uto-
pian cities. To ask him to walk slowly because there are disappointments in store would
be to deprive the land of great opportunities. We do feel sometimes that he rules us
the wrong way-the age long difference between youth and age. His keen eyes have seen
through us, our extremism, our maderation, our slow pace, our criticism of his boundless
enthusiasms.

We all were not like him at his age, “not exactly like him.” Hisvocabulary is diffe-
rent, larger, franker, more sincere, post—war, Gandhiite, his small radio, his morning
newspaper have put him in touch with the world., At an age when the Sub-conscious
outcrops considerably, he has received wider, stronger, deeper experiences, though the
iron of lathi charges—gross and painful injustices—has not entered his soul, it has per-
meated his being, and though joy is the main motif of his personality, sorrow runs deep
and unknown.

How can we tell him that truth has a thousand facets, that life like the sea has a
million shades, that some of his enthusiasms may be adolescent hobbies, that his ideals
will perish on the marriage day, buried deep under growing “responsibilities?” To quote
Omar to damp his mission, or to examine his motives from our charred and extinguished
crater, would be a folly. We dare not sermonise. His calvesare strang, his cerebellum
built by biology for his country’s needs,

A DIVINE PAIN, ,

Yet he looks gentle; behind the loud frivolity of assertions of elemental and some
times crude solutions of modern problems there is love, He stretches out his arms to
embrace his brothers, whom religion, prejudice, and political circumstances have separ-
ated him from them. He is tuning his ears to the music of his country’s tongues, he is
b.Eginning to see India in a different light, he is seeing men move in huts, and women
light the hearths. He is not discouraged because his brother of other faiths and castes
goes the narrow way and refuses the proferred hand; beyond petty squabbles he hears the
cry of his country, Hindu, Muslim, Brahmin non—Brahmin are minor episodes in face
of a great tragedy.

That pain which is in the heart of every Indian and which has made us a thoughtful
rags has'inspired in him a mission, and strengthened his faith. To play with it or to
Assuage it by religious dopes or drive it into communal channels is a sacrilege. That
pain is the sacred fyel of youth, a holy sacrament, It is a divine pain, its fruit is the
liberty of our land,

Rustom Vakeel.
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